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2022 Montana Code Annotated
Title 50. Health and Safety
Chapter 1. Administration of Public
Health Laws
Part 2. Department
50-1-202. General powers and duties

Universal Citation: MT Code § 50-1-202 (2022)

50-1-202. General powers and duties. (1) In order to carry out the purposes of the
public health system to protect and promote the public health, the department, in
collaboration with federal, state, and local partners, shall:

(a) make inspections for conditions of public health importance and issue written orders
for correction, destruction, or removal of the condition;

(b) disseminate information and make recommendations for control of diseases and
other conditions of public health importance;

(c) at the request of the governor, accept funds for and administer any federal health
program for which responsibilities are delegated to states;

(d) identify, assess, prevent, and mitigate conditions of public health importance through:

(i) epidemiological tracking and investigation;

(ii) screening and testing programs;
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(iii) isolation and quarantine measures;

(iv) treatment;

(v) abatement of public health nuisances;

(vi) inspections;

(vii) collecting and maintaining health information; or

(viii) other public health measures as allowed by law;

(e) promote efforts among public and private sector entities to develop and fund
programs or initiatives that identify and ameliorate health problems;

(f) develop and promote training for members of the public health workforce;

(g) bring and pursue actions necessary to abate, restrain, or prosecute the violation of
public health laws and rules;

(h) advise state agencies on the following as they relate to public buildings and facilities:

(i) location, drainage, water supply, water quality, heating, plumbing, sewer systems, and
ventilation; and

(ii) the disposal of infectious or hazardous wastes;

(i) develop, administer, and promote activities for the protection and improvement of oral
health;

(j) develop, adopt, and administer rules setting standards for the operation of programs
to protect the health of mothers and children, including programs for nutrition, family
planning services, improved pregnancy outcome, and programs authorized by Title X of the
federal Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. 300a, et seq., and Title V of the federal Social
Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 501 through 510;

(k) conduct health education programs;

(l) provide consultation to school and local public health personnel and consult with the
superintendent of public instruction on conditions of public health importance for schools;

(m) develop, adopt, and administer rules setting standards for a program to provide
services to children with special health care needs, including standards for:
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(i) diagnosis;

(ii) medical, surgical, and corrective treatment;

(iii) aftercare and related services; and

(iv) eligibility;

(n) provide consultation to local boards of health;

(o) promote cooperation and formal collaborative agreements between the state and
tribes, tribal organizations, and the Indian health service regarding public health planning,
priority setting, information and data sharing, reporting, resource allocation, funding,
service delivery, jurisdiction, and other public health matters addressed in this title;

(p) adopt and enforce rules regarding:

(i) the reporting and control of communicable diseases and other conditions of public
health importance;

(ii) the imposition of fees for testing, screening, and other services performed by the state
laboratory;

(iii) the transportation of dead human bodies;

(iv) the issuance of licenses to laboratories that conduct analysis of public water supply
systems; and

(v) public health requirements for school sites, including water supply and quality,
sewage and waste disposal, and any other matters pertinent to the health and physical well-
being of pupils, teachers, and others; and

(q) take measures to prevent and alleviate threats to the public health from the release of
biological, chemical, or radiological agents capable of causing imminent infection,
disability, or death.

(2) The department:

(a) has the power to use personnel of local public health agencies to assist in the
administration of laws relating to public health services and functions; and
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(b) may provide, implement, facilitate, or encourage other public health services and
functions as considered reasonable and necessary.

History: En. Sec. 10, Ch. 197, L. 1967; amd. Sec. 31, Ch. 349, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 288,
L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947, 69-4110; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 200, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 219, L. 1979;
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 230, L. 1983; amd. Sec. 48, Ch. 281, L. 1983; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 660, L. 1983;
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 197, L. 1989; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 262, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 324, L. 1995;
amd. Secs. 242, 568, Ch. 546, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 73, L. 1997; amd. Sec. 46, Ch. 472,
L. 1997; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 391, L. 2003; amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 386, L. 2005; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 150,
L. 2007.

Disclaimer: These codes may not be the most recent version. Montana may have more current or
accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or
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